The Ancient Worlds of Asia
Whose leaves are out of their reach.
They only pick the leaves of the young trees.
In the seventh month is heard the shrike.
In the eighth month the women begin to spin.
They make the dark-coloured and yellow cloth.
Our red silk is renowned
And is used for clothes* for the young prince."
In the Shang period the ownership of land and property and the comfort and wealth that went with it was attained by farming, cattle-raising and hunting. There was a certain amount of trading, but this was limited by poor communications. Goods were bartered, although there was also payment by money, which consisted of cowrie shells.
Certain discoveries showed that there had been a considerable degree of skilled craftsmanship. Clay spindles and cloth remains proved that weaving had been practised. Spear-and arrow-heads in stone and bone and figurines of men and animals testified that carving had reached a high degree of skill. A great number of ladles and hairpins with bone decoration had survived, but objects of wood had, of course, disintegrated. Like a number of other Bronze Age peoples, they did not paint their pottery, but decorated it by engraving the earthenware whilst it was still soft. Some vases show signs of glazing. There were more than fifteen different shapes of vases, many of which recur in later ritual vessels.
The subject of vases brings us into the realm of fine art. These have always been highly appreciated in China and in the twentieth century in Europe and America where Chinese objets d'art have fetched record prices. This is no mere snob value, either, as many of these ancient vases are far superior to any other examples of ancient fine art whether in the East or the West. To appreciate them fully, however, a certain aesthetic and archaeological training is necessary. These ancient vases, the true forerunners of a whole section of Chinese art, do not appeal immediately to the unpractised eye as a Sung vase, for example, does by the beauty of its shape or the delicacy of its colours.
186 leaves And cut down the high branches
